
 

 

 
POST MOLD REMEDIATION ASSESSMENT  

& SAMPLING VERIFICATION  
 
 
DATE:     January 3, 2018 
 
ATTENTION:   Servpro of San Luis Obispo & Atascadero 
                                                            c/o Mr. Joe Powers 
                                                              
SUBJECT PROPERTY:        528 Dawson St. 
                                                            Morro Bay, CA 93442 
 
INTRODUCTION: 
 
On December 15th and 26th of 2017, Insight Environmental, Inc. performed post remediation 
assessment services and sampling verification at the subject property following mold abatement 
in the lower level that had taken place in the southeast bedroom, southwest bedroom and 
southwest bedroom closet containment area. 
 
Insight Environmental Inc. was not involved in the preparation of a written scope of work or work 
plan detailing the affected areas needing to be addressed during the mold remediation process for 
this project.   
 
SAMPLING METHODS: 
 
Air Monitoring 
 
Non-viable air sampling generally indicates the different types of bioaerosols, primarily mold 
spores, which are present in the ambient air in a referenced area.  Air sampling is also used to 
reveal information concerning air spore diffusion and if cross contamination is occurring 
between two separate areas.   
 
The collection of air samples is attained, in accordance with the commonly accepted protocol 
published by the AIHA (American Industrial Hygiene Association), by connecting Allergenco 
Cassettes to a high-volume pump, which is set to draw approximately 15 liters per minute of air.  
The cassettes are submitted to an appropriate laboratory for analysis, which includes total and 
individual fungal enumeration of spores, quantitation, and genus identification where possible.  
Also included are total numbers of pollen grains.  Results are presented in spores per cubic 
meter. 
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Interpretation of Laboratory Result 
 
Comparison of Indoor vs. Outdoor Total Spore Counts: Results from air samples are 
evaluated using outdoor concentrations at the time of assessment and historical data of airborne 
mold spores as a background control to compare to indoor conditions.  Indoor/outdoor 
comparisons are commonly used to document the presence or infer the absence of indoor mold 
contamination.  It is generally expected that total indoor mold spore levels should be similar to, 
or less than, outdoor levels for buildings not impacted by mold. 
 
Comparison of Indoor vs. Outdoor Spore Distribution: For air samples, the distribution and 
concentration of individual mold spore types are also compared, with elevations of specific spore 
types above outdoor background levels being an indication of possible mold contamination. 
 
All samples were forwarded for analysis under proper chain of custody procedures to EMSL 
Analytical in Cinnaminson, NJ.  The laboratory results are attached to this report 
 
FINDINGS: 
 
December 15, 2017 
 

1) There was visible mold growth on wall drywall in the southwest bedroom and 
southeast bedroom within the contained work area.  

 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 
Based on our findings, Insight Environmental, Inc. notified the remediation contractor of our 
findings and recommendations.  The following work should be performed prior to additional 
mold clearance assessment/testing being conducted.  
 

1. Remove mold affected wall drywall materials to the point beyond visible mold 
staining/growth.  
 

2. Re-clean the referenced containment area by use of surficial cleaning, HEPA vacuuming 
and wet wiping with an EPA approved antimicrobial agent. 
 

3. HEPA air scrub the containment area for a minimum of 24 hours. 
 
December 26, 2017 
 

1) There was no visible mold, dust, or debris in the containment area.   
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2) All moisture levels in the building materials were found to be acceptable at the 
time of our assessment. 

 
3) One nonviable air test was taken in the referenced containment area and one test 

was taken outside as a background control for comparison purposes.  The sample 
taken within the containment area was found to have acceptable levels of mold 
spores in comparison to the outside control sample.  See the attached lab report 
for sample results. 

 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 

1. It should be noted that this mold assessment was a “snap shot” of the conditions at the 
time of sampling.  If additional concerns are observed in the future, such as staining, 
odors, or visible mold growth, an additional assessment should be conducted at that time.   
 

2. Mold requires moisture for growth to occur.  Necessary repairs and/or modifications 
should be implemented to prevent further water intrusion into the structure, including 
fixing piping leaks, waterproofing, and similar repairs as required for the specific project. 

 
CONCLUSION: 
 
Based on the absence of visible mold, dust and/or debris in the containment area and our 
evaluation of the post abatement sample results, mold abatement has been successful. Once the 
above recommendations have been completed, the structure will be ready for re-construction.  If 
additional concerns are noted in the future, such as staining, odors or visible mold growth, an 
additional assessment should be conducted at that time.   
 
LIMITATIONS: 
 
The sampling conducted as part of this assessment was limited in scope, and should not be 
considered to be a comprehensive assessment designed to identify all possible mold growth 
within the structure.  By collecting a limited number of air and bulk samples, we have attempted 
to identify obvious mold growth and elevated airborne spore concentrations.  Mold growth 
occurs primarily inside wall cavities and areas hidden from visual observation.  Obviously, 
without conducting a more comprehensive assessment, it is possible that mold growth sites in 
hidden areas may go undetected.  Air sampling can provide some indication of hidden mold 
contamination, but is by no means definitive. 
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There is no practical way to eliminate mold growth if moisture is present.  Control of moisture is 
critical in controlling mold growth.  Follow-up assessments should be conducted regularly to 
ensure mold growth is being controlled.   
 
The findings set forth in this assessment are strictly limited to the time, date and the scope of the 
evaluation.  Regulatory standards for microbial contamination do not currently exist.  Insight 
Environmental, Inc. does not guarantee that all fungi will be removed or that re-growth will not 
occur.  Mold and fungi are naturally occurring in outdoor environments and there are no 
published regulations regarding removal or assessment of fungi. 
 

Jacob A. Quiroga 
Jacob A. Quiroga 
Microbial Investigator  
IICRC Certified WRT/AMRT #92571 
 

 






