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Table 8-1: Minimum Dwelling Unit Areas

Studio apartments 500 sq. ft.

One bedroom apartments 600 sq. ft.

Two bedroom apartments 800 sq. ft.

Single-family dwelling 1,400 sq. ft.

12-15 units? Dependiug
on building

Table 8-2: Residential Development Standards

Residential Zoning

Districts

AE A S-R R-1 R-2 R-3 R-4 MDR R-

(7,200) MPD

Site Requirements

Maximum Lot 40% 50% 40%

Coverage

Minimum Net Lot 5 19

Area: acres acre

7,200

sq. ft.

10,000 10,000 5 7,200 7,200

sq. ft. sq. ft. acres sq. ft. sq. ft.

Maximum Dwelling N/A

Unit Density (per

Up to

2.0

Up to Up to Up to Up to Up to Up to

5.0 12.0 20.0 30.0 15.0 5.0

gross acre)

Off-street Parking Off-street Parking standards shall be provided pursuant to Article 21 of

this Chapter.

Minimum Lot Dimensions (in ft.)

Lot Width:

Interior 150 85 60 70 70 250 60 60
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Corner 150 85 65 75 75 250 65 65

Reverse corner 150 85 75 75 75 250 65 65

Cul-de-sac (at

front setback)

150 85 60 70 70 250 60 60

Lot Depth: 150 150 100 100 100 250 100 100

Minimum Useable

Area

Every building site shall have a useable area equal to the minimum lot

width and depth.

Building Requirements (in ft.)

Minimum Front

Yard Setbacks

Porch 25 20 14 20 10 10 20 20

First Story living 25 20 20 20 15 15 20 20

Minimum Side Yard

Setback

Street side 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10

Reverse corner

street side

15

Interior side 8 10 5 5&10 5 5 5 5 5

&10

Multi-story

Setbacks at 3 rd

story or higher
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Facing property

lines

N/A N/A N/A N/A 10 (11) 10 (11) N/A N/A

Facing interior N/A N/A N/A N/A 5(11) 5(11) 5(11) N/A N/A

space

Separation N/A 15 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

Between Dwelling

Units

Minimum Rear Yard

Setback

20 20 20 (10) 20 15 15 10 20

Maximum Height 35 30 30 35 (1) 45 (1) 55 (1) 35 20

Open Space Requirements

Minimum

Recreational Living

Space: Per dwelling

unit (in sq. ft.)

Private (Ground

Floor Units)

N/A N/A N/A 150 150 100 N/A

Private (Units

Above Ground

Floor)

N/A N/A N/A 75 75 60 (2) N/A

Common N/A N/A N/A 700 200 200 N/A

Total N/A N/A 2,000 900 350 300 1,000

Minimum

Landscaping

Landscaping shall be provided pursuant to Article 24 of this Chapter,
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Wall and Fence

Standards

Max. Fence/Wall

Height (in ft.)

Victorville, CA Codo of Ordinances

All wall/fencing designs and materials shall be subject to Section 16-

3.08.030

(Refer to Section 16-3.08.030)

Front Yard Area 0(9)

Rear and Side Yard 7 7 7 6 (3) 6(3) 6 (3) 7 7

Area

Accessory Structure Requirements(4)

Maximum Height 20

(in ft.)

Setbacks(6)

)5(0

15 15 15 15 15

Structures that

do not require a

building permit

Structures that

require a building

permit

(in ft.) or exceed a

height of seven (7)

feet

Maximum Size of

Structure

None, provided the roof system does not extend beyond the property

line and the structure does not exceed seven (7) feet in height.

5

N/A 400 square feet in floor area or 40% of the square

footage of the main building; whichever is greater.
The sum of all accessory structures shall not exceed

20% of rear yard area.

about:blank
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(1) No principal building shall exceed a height of one story when located within one hundred feet
of an existing single-family residence.

(2) Single-family residential development shall comply with the provisions of R-1 District. Multiple-
family residential development shall comply with the provisions of the R-3 District.

(3) The Zoning Administrator may approve a fence not to exceed eight feet in height based upon
evidence of unique circumstances. The evidence may include:

(a) Documented safety and/or security problems which exceed those same problems incurred
by other residential developments in the nearby vicinity; and/or

(b) Location ofthe development adjacent to public property.

(4) All accessory structures and additions shall incorporate architectural features/elements of the

primary structure (including but not limited to roof pitch, style, building material and color) at
the discretion ofthe Zoning Administrator.

(5) An accessory structure with a height in excess of ten (10) feet shall comply with the setback
requirements for a primary building and shall not exceed the height of the primary structure
or thirty (30) feet, whichever is less.

(6) Excluding multi-family developments, all accessory structures shall be located at or behind the

front yard plane of the principal structure, shall not exceed seven (7) feet in height when
located within five (5) of the side or rear property lines and shall meet all current Building Code
requirements.

(7) Accessory structures on lots one-half gross acre in size or greater are permittedamaximum

accessory structure size up to 60% the square footage of the main building.

(8) When feasible, larger side yard setbacks of 12 feet or more are encouraged to be placed on the
side of the lot where the driveway is located to allow for recreational vehicle access to the side

and rear yard.

(9) Decorative garden walls, fences, railings, pilasters and retaining walls that are not Intended to

enclose the front yard area are allowed not to exceed 3 feet in height with the allowance of

pilasters to extend no more than 4 feet in height. However, properties within ½ acre minimum

lot size districts or larger are allowed enclosure fencing not to exceed 4 feet in height, and
properties that utilize visibility fencing are allowed enclosure fencing not to exceed the height
requirements herein, unless otherwise regulated by this Chapter.

(10) A minimum of 15 feet, of the required 20 foot rear yard setback, is required to be useable
area.

(11) Multi-story setbacks shall provide floor areas above the second story that do not exceed 85%

of the floor area of the floor immediately below the story subject to the multi-story setback.

(Ord. No. 2299, 6-18-13, eff. 7-18-13; Ord. No. 2318, § 2, 2-3-15; Ord. No. 2360, § 3, 12-20-16; Ord. No. 2410

2, 7-21-20; Ord. No. 2448, 5 5(Exh. B), 2-6-24)

about:blank
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Sec. 16-3.08.030- Wall and fence standards

Victorville, CA Code of Ordinances

(a) Developments and single-family subdivisions shall provide six-foot high masonry block walls, as
follows:

(1) Decorative masonry wall shall be constructed along the perimeter of all new residential

developments and subdivisions, including allinterior side and rear project boundaries, and
street frontages without front-on units.

(2) A decorative masonry wall shall be constructed along all street side yards within a single-family
subdivision.

(3) Masonry walls along interior side and rear property lines, within a single-family subdivision,
are required with the concurrent construction of two or more units by the same developer.

(4) Walls aiong the rear or side property lines shall not be required along lot lines that abut a
property zoned or used as open space/recreation.

(b) Prohibited fences and walls include:

(1) Razor wire and/or barb wire;

(2) Chain link fence on any new multi-family development; and

(3) Chain link fence within the front or street side yard areas on single-family residential
properties zoned for lots less than a half-acre in net area.

Sec. 16-3.08.035: - Residential Sound Barrier along Highways 18 and 395

Applicants for residential developments, developing along Highways 18 (Palmdale Road) and 395,
shall either set up a Landscape Maintenance Assessment District (LMAD) or annex into an already

existing LMAD. The applicant shall properly install a landscaped sound barrier in accordance with
Figure 8-1. In addition, the sound barrier shallbe in conformance with the following development
standards:

(a) The sound barrier shall be 30-feet wide measured from edge of highway right-of-way.

(b) The barrier shall contain a six-foot high decorative wall where the LMAD meets private property
and shall be located on top of a five-foot high dirt berm with slopes not exceeding a three-foot
horizontal to one-foot vertical ratio.

(c) The landscaping and irrigation shall be installed in accordance with the design and landscaping
palette shown in the LMAD Specifications and Detail Booklet. Any changes to the design and
palette may be approved by the Zoning Administrator.

(d)

The Applicant must also ensure the following:
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All single-family and multi-family residential units within 150 feet of the right-of-way of Highways 18 and 395

shall be limited to one-story only unless the required noise study determines alternative noise mitigation.

(e) A noise study for any residential development adjacent to these highways shall be submitted with

the development application to determine the future noise impacts. The noise study shall

determine the appropriate mitigation to reduce the future interior noise level below a Community

Noise Equivalent Level (CNEL) of 45dB. Additionally, the noise study shall determine the

appropriate mitigation to reduce the future exterior noise level (behind the sound barrier) below a

(CNEL) of 65dB.

(f) The applicant is required to install the irrigation and the landscaping prior to issuance of certificate

of occupancy of any of the units.

(g) The applicant is responsible for all costs of improvements and for the costs of either setting up the

LMAD or annexing into an existing LMAD.

FIGURE 8-1

RESIDENTIAL SOUND BARRIER ALONG HIGHWAYS 18 AND 395

6 WALL

SLOPE HAX SINGLE STORY DNLY31 SLOPE HAY 3
HWY 10 ROV
HVY 395 ROV Po8

30 LHAD

(Ord. No. 2326, § 1, 1-20-15)

ERO

Sec. 16-3.08.040: - Residential density bonus

When a developer of housing agrees to construct at least twenty-five percent of the total units of a

housing development for persons and families of low and moderate income as defined in Section

50093 of the Health and Safety Code, or ten percent of the total units of a housing development for

lower income households as defined in Section 50079.5 of the Health and Safety Code, the Planning

Commission shall either (1) grant a density bonus; or (2) provide other incentives of equivalent

financial value. This Section is executed pursuant to Section 65915 of the State Government Code.

(a) Density bonuses shall be permitted only in the following zone districts: R-2, R-3 and R-4, and

specific plans (SP) that provide for residential development.

(b)
Prior to occupancy or re-occupancy of any unit designated for habitation by persons of low or

moderate income as defined by the aforementioned Sections of the Health and Safety Code, and

also on an annual basis, the owner of the unit or a representative thereof shall submit to the

Planning Commission documentation and evidence that the resident(s) shail meet the criteria as

specified by the Sections. The documentation shall include:
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(1) A schedule of proposed rents for all structures designated as low income housing units;

(2) Federal income tax information or, such other information as required and approved by the
Planning Commission, for proposed residents of low income housing units which verifies

tenant's eligibility for housing; and

(3) A copy of rental agreement, including language that states tenant shallvacate premises within

a thirty-day period at such time that tenant's gross income increases to a level which excludes

the tenant(s) from the category of low or moderate income.

(c) The owner of the unit or a representative thereof shall also notify the City of:

(1) Any and all notices of termination ofa rental agreement by a qualified low or moderate

income renter, or owner of the unit thereof; and

(2) Any and all proposed rent increases, to be reviewed by the City at least sixty days prior to the

proposed increase. The increase shall be subject to approval of the Planning Commission.

(d) A request for a density bonus may be made by Site Plan application to the Planning Commission
pursuant to Article 1 of this Chapter prior to or concurrent with any formal requests for General

Plan amendments, zoning amendments or subdivision map approvals.

(e) An adopted density bonus or equivalent financial incentives shall lapse and be vold unless the use
is established, or plans have been submitted and accepted by the building division for building
permit processing within twenty-four months of the date of the final action of approval. Building
permits shall remain active or the entitlement will lapse and be void if the building permits expire
after the initial twenty-four month approval period has passed.

(f In receiving a density bonus, the applicant or successors in interest thereof, shall enter into a

contractual agreement with the City to ensure the obligation of the applicant to comply with all the
provisions of this Section. Further, the applicant shall cause to be recorded on the grant deed a

statement to the effect that twenty-five percent of the units are involved in a density bonus

program obligating any owner or successor in interest to comply with the provisions of this
Section.

Sec. 16-3.08.050: - Reserved

Editor's note- Ord. No. 2388, § 3, adopted March 19, 2019, repealed § 16-3.08.050, which pertained to
second units on single-family residential lots.

Sec. 16-3.08.060: - Gated communities

Gated communities within a single-family residential zone district shall be subject to all

requirements and development standards of a Planned Unit Development, as outlined in Article 16
of this Chapter.
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Sec. 16-3.08.070: - Other development requirements

Victorville, CA Code of Ordinances

The following requirements also apply to uses and structures in Residential Districts:

(a) Asphalt roof shingles are prohibited with the concurrent construction of two or more houses by

the same developer.

(b) Rooftop mechanical equipment shall be screened from public view to the greatest extent possible

with the design of the building.

(c) Signs are limited as set forth in Article 22.

Sec. 16-3.08.080: - Site plan review

Site plan review is required, as prescribed in Section 16-3.01.020.

(Ord. No. 2388, § 3, 3-19-19)

Sec. 16-3.08.090: - Single-family design guidelines

(a) Purpose

(b) Design review for tract developments

(c) Neighborhood design

(d) Site and building design

(e) Landscape design

(a) Purpose. The purpose of this section is to provide general planning and design guidance for single-

family residential neighborhoods within Victorville. These guidelines have been established to

encourage the highest level of design quality aimed to enrich the quality of life of residents by:

(1) Creating safe neighborhoods though arranging the physical characteristics ofa neighborhood

in a functional manner where residents obtain a greater surveillance level of adjoining areas

and share an increased sense of responsibility/ownership for an area thereby becoming key

agents in ensuring their own security; and

(2) Increasing the value of a neighborhood by emphasizing architectural quality and variety while

achieving an interactive design where buildings and places are oriented toward pedestrians,

streetscapes, and the public realm.

(3) Where mandatory language is used, such as "shall" or "will", these guidelines are mandatory.

Where permissive language is used, such as "may" or "should", the guidelines are to be used

as guidance to properly steer the reviewing body to make the best planning decisions based

upon proper findings.
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(b) Design review for developments.

Victorville, CA Code of Ordinances

(1) Applicability. All residential development shall comply with the provisions of this Article after

the effective date of the approving ordinance (Ordinance No. 2318).

(2) Review Process. To ensure that the built environment reflects the quality of design expected in

Victorville, each development proposal will undergo design review to ensure consistency with

this Section and the mandatory development regulations contained in this Chapter. It is the

responsibility of the Planning Commission to review neighborhood street design, lot

configurations and grading compliance during the tentative map application process. It shall

be the responsibility of the Zoning Administrator, or his designee, to review design compliance

of all other individual components ofadevelopment through the Site Plan Application process

contained in this Chapter. The Zoning Administrator shall conduct a Site Plan review prior to

issuance of any permit allowing ground disturbance.The Zoning Administrator or his/her

designee may impose such conditions deemed necessary to achieve the purpose of this

Chapter.

(3) Scope of Review. The design review process will continue through the development, review,

modification, and approval stages to ensure developer packages foster a cohesive community

design that meet the standards specified in this Chapter. Design review encompasses, but is

not limited to, these elements:

(i) Design integrity

(ii) Neighborhood crafting

(iii) Grading

(iv) Drainage

(v) Phasing

(vi) Open Space/Recreation

(vii) Street Design

(viii) Transit

(ix) Lighting

(x) Lot design

(xi) Driveway

(xii) Porches and Balconies

(xiii) Garages

(xiv) Dwelling variety

(xv) Architectural detail

(xvi) Landscape design

(xvii) Conservation design
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(c) Neighborhood design.

(1)

Victorville, CA Code of Ordinances

Design Integrity. The charm and inherent beauty of a great neighborhood is the result of good
urban design. Neighborhood design should be more than an execution of design elements; it
should create streetscapes that express aesthetically pleasing compositions. In order to
achieve this overall quality and design integrity sought by this Chapter, tract developers shall
utilize licensed architects for the landscaping and residential dwelling design of a community.

about:blank

Neighborhood park with pedestrian
linkage and residential units facing
park to optimize surveillance.

(2) Neighborhood Crafting. Neighborhood Crafting is intended to describe the level of
craftsmanship and composition needed in creating a residential neighborhood with inherent
value and uniqueness. This shift in community character, compared with typical subdivisions
neighborhoods, will distinguish each community within the marketplace and provide "added
value" to builders and homeowners alike. The following aim to achieve this objective by:

(i) Promoting safe and aesthetically pleasing subdivision designs that include curvilinear
streets, cul-de-sacs and street hierarchies to reduce neighborhood noise and increase

safety and privacy.

(ii) Minimize outside access intoaneighborhood to ensure safety, by limiting excessive
through streets that bisect neighborhoods.

(iii) Defining neighborhoods through neighborhood character, parks, landscape features, and
natural physical elements that "override" single builder/product identity, while providing
an underlying diversity that allows individual product lines to "blend" together.

(iv) Creating meaningful, walkable destinations within the neighborhood, such as parks and

open spaces, with streets and paseos aligned to link important places such as schools and
community facilities.

(v)

13/55



9/18/25, 12:14 PM Victorville, CA Code of Ordinances

Making the street a more safe and pleasant place by introducing street trees, landscaped parkways between

curbs and sidewalks, and greater architectural interest along the street.

(vi) Emphasizing architectural detail and interactive architecture with porches, courtyards,

entries, windows, and second story balconies related to the street.

(vii) De-emphasizing the garage on the street by placing the living space of the home in front of

the garage to increase surveillance of the streetscape.

(viii) Using parks as a focal element to organize neighborhoods. Parks should be sized to

provide human scale and a strong sense of place. Architecture and housing mass around

the parks should be designed to further frame and articulate the space. Each park shall

have a unique program, form and character to enhance neighborhood identity.

(ix) Orienting living activity toward the street by incorporating front porches and active living

space toward the front of the home for surveillance opportunities.

(3) Grading. Grading should be minimized where possible to preserve the natural character of the

land. When grading is unavoidable, incorporate the following guidelines:

(i) Follow the natural contours as much as possible.

(ii) Slopes should be rounded and contoured to blend with the existing terrain.

(iii) Emphasize and accentuate scenic vistas.

(iv) Avoid large manufactured slopes in favor of several smaller slopes.

(v) Retain and incorporate significant natural vegetation into the project.

(vi) When grading is unavoidable, minimize raising the grade significantly above the grade of

adjacent properties, especially near interior property lines and/or the perimeter of the

tract.

(vii) Property lines shallbe located at the top of a slope to avoid cross lot drainage Issues.

(4) Drainage.

(i) Basins and drainage channels should be utilized as recreational or visual amenity

opportunities for the neighborhood in the form of parks and/or trail systems, where

feasible.

(ii) Basins and drainage channels, when visible from public views, shall be designed with

decorative walls/fencing and landscaping to soften the edge where the facility meets the

public realm.

(iii) Open storm water drainage channels and basins shall provide landscaping a minimum of

10 feet in width when abuttingapublic street or public trail, excluding channel street

crossings. Said landscaping shall be constructed per Landscape Maintenance Assessment

District (LMAD) standards and the landscaping standards listed within this Chapter.

(5) Phasing.
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(i)

(ii)

Victorville, CA Code of Ordinances

Amenities (e.g. parks, clubhouses and paseos) and infrastructure improvements (e.g.

drainage channels, detention/retention basins, utility undergrounding) within a tract

should not be postponed to a later tract phase of development. Each phase of

development shall contribute and/or construct the fair share of amenities and

infrastructure within the entire tract.

Landscaping and walls associated with a Landscape Maintenance Assessment District

(LMAD), Drainage Facility Assessment District (DFAD) and/or similar facility within a tract

shall be installed prior to the completion of the first dwelling unit withinatract map, unless

otherwise approved by the Planning Commission. Construction plans for the landscaping

and walls shall be submitted for review prior to or concurrently with the submittal of a

precise grading plan for an individual lot.

(iii) Phased tract maps should contain a minimum of fifty (50) lots within each phase, unless

otherwise approved by the Planning Commission.

(6) Integrated open spaces. Neighborhoods should be designed with open space and community

facilities as integral parts of the neighborhood. Integrated open space and public facilities

foster a sense of community and create a more livable environment. Such open spaces shall

be substantially consistent with an adopted master plan.

(i) Schools and parks. Neighborhoods should be designed around neighborhood parks,

schools and other community facilities. Pedestrian connections to these facilities are also

encouraged.

(ii) Paseos. Neighborhoods should be designed to include paseos, trails or other connections

to community facilities, Paseos should be used for pedestrian connections at cul-de-sacs

and dead-end streets. Neighborhoods designed without connections to community

facilities should be avoided. Paseos, trails and other community facilities shall not be

walled-in; Instead they should flank streets, parks, streambeds or other similar facility with

transparent view fencing to increase the surveillance level.

(iii) Non-recreational open space. Neighborhoods should be designed to protect natural

features. Natural areas can enhance a neighborhood while protecting the environment.

Developments that alter or destroy natural features should be avoided. Manmade features

that do not include a joint recreational use, such as utility corridor easements and altered

drainage courses, shall not count as open space.

(7) Street Design.

(i) Streets shall promote safe and aesthetically pleasing subdivision designs that include

curvilinear streets, cul-de-sacs and street hierarchies to reduce neighborhood noise and

increase safety and privacy.

about:blank

(ii)
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Cul-de-sacs are recognized as an excellent opportunity to enhance the privacy and safety of residents,

especially children. Cul-de-sac designs are strongly encouraged subject to the following:

1. Length shall not exceed six hundred feet without secondary access, unless otherwise

approved by the Fire Department.

about:blank

Neighborhood layout with curvilinear streets
and cul-de-sacs that lead to larger border
streets.

2. To avoid confusion for emergency services personnel, cul-de-sac names shall not be

derived from other nearby streets.

3. Cul-de-sacs shall have pie-shaped lots around the perimeter ofthe cul-de-sac, unless

the subdivision is designed with recreational access at the end of a cul-de-sac.

(iii) Landscaped parkways provide a more attractive streetscape and createabuffer between

automobile and pedestrian traffic. Neighborhood streets should be designed with
landscaped parkways. Streets with sidewalks adjacent to the curb should be avoided.

Landscape parkways shall also be irrigated and permanently maintained by the owner of
the adjoining residential property.

(iv) Trees planted within landscaped parkways create a pleasant environment for pedestrians

and provide shade to neighborhoods during the hot summer months. Street trees should

be shade trees that provide a large canopy at maturity. Trees such as palms and other non-

shade trees should be avolded.

(v) Entry identification monuments are required at main entrances to a neighborhood for tract
developments over fifty units. Refer to the Landscape Design section for more information.

(8) Transit.

(i) Residential Neighborhoods should be designed to take advantage of mass transit
opportunities by consulting with the local transit authority and local school districts.

Neighborhood edges along arterial and collector streets should provide transit stops,

including turnouts for bus stops.

(ii)
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