A Residence Defined by Craftsmanship, Authenticity & Timeless Materials 
 293 Saint Joseph Avenue
[bookmark: _Hlk240090806]This residence was created with a level of craftsmanship, material quality, and architectural attention that is increasingly difficult to find today. The home’s architecture draws from Italian and Spanish Revival influences of the 1920s and 1930s, with every effort made to preserve the warmth, permanence, and authenticity associated with those periods.
The philosophy behind the property was never simply to make a new home look old. The objective was to build a residence using authentic materials, traditional craftsmanship, reclaimed architectural elements, custom fabrication, and finishes that would naturally become more beautiful with age.
Throughout the property, materials were imported, reclaimed, commissioned, or individually fabricated specifically for the home. Many of these materials and artisan techniques would be extraordinarily difficult—and in some instances impossible—to reproduce today.
Reclaimed Tuscan Tile Roof
The home’s distinctive clay roof tiles were reclaimed from old homes and farmhouses in Tuscany, Italy, and imported specifically for the property. Their natural weathering, irregularity, coloration, and patina provide an authenticity that cannot be reproduced with newly manufactured roofing tile.
The installation itself was substantially upgraded. Beneath the reclaimed tile is a peel-and-stick waterproof roofing membrane installed directly over the plywood roof deck. This self-sealing system provides the primary layer of weather protection, allowing the antique Tuscan tiles to function largely as the architectural finish rather than relying upon them as the home’s sole weather barrier.
The roofline is completed with copper gutters held in place with vintage-style solid-brass straps, continuing the attention to authentic materials down to the smallest architectural detail.
Handmade Solid-Brass Lighting
The wall sconces throughout the residence were handmade by a historic Pasadena lighting company that is no longer in business. The fixtures are solid brass and were remastered from original lighting designs dating to the 1920s and 1930s.
These are not mass-produced reproduction fixtures. They were specifically selected to reinforce the period architecture and represent a type of craftsmanship that has become increasingly difficult to source.
The chandeliers throughout the residence are from Noir in Los Angeles, as are numerous furniture pieces selected to complement the architecture and interiors.
At the same time, the home incorporates modern lighting technology where appropriate. The recessed ceiling lighting throughout the residence has been upgraded to LED, providing improved efficiency and illumination while maintaining a discreet appearance consistent with the home’s architecture.
Imported Italian Noche Travertine
The front and rear exterior living areas feature extraordinary Noche travertine imported from Italy. The material is not readily available in the United States and was selected specifically for its color, texture, and ability to develop character over time.
The stone is approximately two inches thick with hand-worked, aged edges and was installed using an Old World technique over a prepared sand-and-concrete setting bed. Conventional grout was intentionally avoided.
The resulting surface has the natural variation and appearance of an established European courtyard rather than a conventionally tiled contemporary patio. As the stone continues to age, its character becomes increasingly integrated with the architecture and landscape.
Primary Bath — Moroccan Marble & Bespoke Cabinetry
The primary bathroom is one of the most distinctive artisan spaces within the residence.
Its floor features handcrafted Moroccan-style marble tile sourced through Mission Tile in Pasadena, with material valued at more than $180 per square foot. Each square foot incorporates more than 50 individually cut pieces of marble, creating an exceptionally intricate mosaic requiring tremendous craftsmanship to fabricate and install.
A custom cabinet was designed and fabricated specifically for this bathroom by Custom Furniture Collection (CFC), a division of Noir Trading Company. Rather than installing conventional bathroom cabinetry, the piece was conceived as a piece of fine furniture and created specifically for the proportions, materials, and architectural character of the room.
The primary bath is further appointed with Dornbracht plumbing fixtures, internationally recognized for premium architectural bath fittings.
Together, the Moroccan marble, bespoke CFC cabinetry, handcrafted tilework, and European fixtures create a bathroom that feels collected and crafted rather than conventionally designed.
Secondary Primary Bath — Indian-Inspired Old World Craftsmanship
The secondary primary bathroom continues the home’s emphasis on individually sourced and handcrafted furnishings.
Its distinctive vanity was handcrafted in India and imported specifically for the residence, bringing the texture, detailing, and character of traditional Indian furniture into the space.
The accompanying mirror was custom-created using original Indian windows as the inspiration for its design, capturing the proportions, irregularity, depth, and architectural character found in historic Indian craftsmanship.
Together, these elements were designed to give the room an Old World, kasbah-inspired atmosphere and the appearance of a space assembled over generations rather than furnished from contemporary bathroom collections.
Authentic Terra-Cotta & Custom Tilework
Tile throughout the residence was carefully selected or custom-made to reinforce the home’s architectural integrity.
Of particular importance, the flooring on the lower level is authentic terra-cotta—not concrete or a manufactured imitation. Genuine terra-cotta changes naturally with time, developing variations in color, texture, and patina that allow the flooring to mature along with the property.
Rather than attempting to prevent the materials from aging, many finishes throughout the home were deliberately selected because their character improves with age.
Mahogany Millwork & Hand-Built Cabinetry
The architectural millwork throughout the residence is mahogany, including extensive moldings and substantial wood architectural elements.
The kitchen cabinetry was individually hand-built by local cabinetmaker Jim Brock, rather than purchased as a manufactured cabinet system. The cabinetry is believed to be Honduran mahogany; the exact wood species should be independently verified.
The objective throughout the home’s cabinetry and millwork was to create architectural elements with the substance, proportions, and craftsmanship associated with traditional furniture making rather than conventional production cabinetry.
Custom-Fabricated Wrought Iron
The wrought iron throughout the residence was custom-made and fabricated specifically for the property.
Rather than incorporating commercially available or prefabricated ironwork, the individual pieces were designed to complement the home’s Italian and Spanish Revival influences.
This includes the handmade wrought-iron screens serving the home’s three interior wood-burning fireplaces, which were fabricated by local artisans specifically to reinforce the Spanish Revival character of the interiors.
The variations and craftsmanship inherent in hand-fabricated ironwork contribute significantly to the impression that these architectural elements have been part of the residence for generations.
Three Wood-Burning Fireplaces
All three interior fireplaces are true wood-burning fireplaces, providing another connection to the traditional character of the residence.
Each fireplace was treated as an architectural focal point rather than simply a functional amenity, with its surrounding materials and custom wrought-iron screen designed as part of the overall composition of the room.
A Pool Designed for Tranquility
Particular attention was given not only to how the property looks, but also to how it feels and sounds.
The backyard was intended to function as a peaceful private retreat. For that reason, the pool’s mechanical equipment was intentionally located inside the garage rather than adjacent to the pool or outdoor entertaining areas.
By isolating the pool equipment from the backyard, mechanical noise is reduced to an absolute minimum. The result is an unusually quiet outdoor environment where the pool, terraces, landscaping, and surrounding spaces can be enjoyed throughout the day and evening without the constant background noise commonly associated with residential pool equipment.
It is a subtle feature, but one that becomes immediately apparent when spending time in the backyard.
Hand-Finished Walls & Modern Infrastructure
Although the residence was created to convey the character of an older European home, its underlying systems were built new.
The electrical and plumbing systems were installed new when the residence was constructed, providing modern infrastructure behind historically inspired architecture.
The interior walls were individually hand-textured to recreate the depth and irregularity of traditional Old World plaster. The intention was specifically to avoid the perfectly uniform appearance associated with conventional contemporary drywall construction.
This relationship between modern infrastructure and traditional craftsmanship is carried throughout the residence.


Exceptionally Difficult to Recreate Today
What distinguishes this property is not any single finish or architectural feature. It is the collective quality, authenticity, and provenance of the materials and craftsmanship throughout the entire residence.
Reclaimed Tuscan roof tiles. Imported Italian Noche travertine. Authentic terra-cotta. Hand-cut Moroccan marble mosaics. Mahogany millwork. Hand-built cabinetry. Solid-brass lighting recreated from 1920s and 1930s originals. Copper gutters with brass straps. Custom-fabricated wrought iron.  Bespoke CFC cabinetry.  Dornbracht fixtures. Hand-textured walls. Individually commissioned architectural elements. 
These materials were brought together with a singular objective: to create a residence that feels as though it has evolved naturally over generations while incorporating the infrastructure and functionality expected of a modern home.
There is a fundamental difference between reproducing the appearance of an historic residence and building with the materials and craftsmanship that give historic architecture its character. This property was created with the latter philosophy.
The result is a residence with the soul and warmth of an early 20th-century European and Spanish Revival home, combined with the thoughtful engineering and functionality of modern construction.
This is not a home designed around a passing trend. It was built around permanence, authenticity, craftsmanship, and architectural integrity.
Many of the artisans, materials, fabrication techniques, reclaimed elements, and finishes incorporated into the property are no longer readily available. Reproducing the home today at this level of detail would require not only a substantial investment, but also an extraordinary commitment of time to locate the materials and craftsmen capable of executing the work.
It is a home that was built to age gracefully, to develop character over time, and ultimately to feel even more authentic decades from now than it does today.

-Though it is believed all details are accurate, as provided by the current owner, Buyer is advised to verify all information if concerned.    
