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 California Offer Checklist 
 We appreciate your client’s interest in an Opendoor home. We’re committed to providing you with an exceptional, 
 straightforward experience. 

 How to submit an offer: 

 []  Submit your offer at  opendoor.com/makeoffer 
 •  Please use the most current Residential Purchase Agreement 

 form. 
 •  To ensure all interested buyers have a fair opportunity, the seller 

 responds next-day to offers received before 8pm and day-after-next 
 to offers received after 8pm. 

 •  PDF is easiest to review and helps ensure an on-time response. 
 •  Please note the seller’s suggested title company, which can help 

 ensure a smooth close. 

 []  Include buyer-executed Opendoor addendum 
 •  Among other things, this ensures that expirations occur on a 

 weekday, and addresses Opendoor’s security system. 

 []  Include buyer-executed Affiliated Business Disclosure 
 •  Opendoor provides a disclosure about its affiliated businesses.  Your 

 client is never required to use the services of these affiliates. We 
 encourage them to shop around for services that best fit their needs. 

 •  The seller is unable to accept offers without a buyer-executed 
 Affiliated Business Arrangement Disclosure. 

 []  Include buyer’s pre-qualification letter 
 •  Please ensure the letter reflects credit and income verification, and 

 notes any conditions. 
 •  Cash buyers should instead submit proof of funds; a bank account 

 screenshot is fine. 

 []  Other applicable addenda or documentation 
 •  If the home was built before 1978, we will provide a Lead Based 

 Paint Addendum – please include a fully executed copy in this case. 
 •  If the offer is contingent upon the sale of a home that is in-contract, 

 provide that contract and the status of the sale as well as the 
 required Contingency For Sale of Buyer's Property form. 

 •  The seller is unable to accept offers contingent upon the sale of a 
 not-yet-in-contract home. However, Opendoor makes cash offers on 
 eligible homes! Let us know if you and your buyer would like an 
 Opendoor offer on their current home. 

 SELLER’S DISCLOSURE 
 Download the Seller's Disclosure directly 
 from the MLS listing or request one from 
 homes@opendoor.com and receive 
 ASAP—usually within 24 hours. 

 REPAIRS 
 Like a traditional seller, Opendoor will 
 consider repair requests during the due 
 diligence period of a contract. 

 OFFER CONSIDERATION 
 Information included in offers that is of a 
 personal nature will not be considered by 
 Opendoor. For example, please do not 
 include in an offer any cover letters, personal 
 notes, informational narratives, documents, 
 pictures, notes, videos or anything else 
 intended to give Opendoor an idea of the 
 buyer’s personal background or their 
 motivation for making an offer. This list is not 
 exhaustive, but intended to give an example 
 of the types of documents and media that 
 will not be considered by Opendoor  . 

 ABOUT OPENDOOR BROKERAGE Inc. 
 Opendoor Brokerage Inc. is the 
 brokerage that represents the seller in 
 this transaction, similar to a homebuilder 
 with a brokerage that lists their homes. 
 Opendoor Brokerage Inc. and Opendoor are 
 separate but affiliated entities. 

 Opendoor Brokerage Inc.  CA-3102022 

 2000 Hyperion Ave Los Angeles CA, 90027 











BUYERS HOMEOWNERS' ASSOCIATION ADVISORY
(C.A.R. Form BHAA, 6/23)

California Civil Code section 4525 requires sellers of condominiums and other common interest or planned unit developments
(“CID”) to provide buyers with governing, financial, and other documents and information created and maintained by a
Homeowners Association (“HOA”). These documents may be quite lengthy, causing buyers not to take the time to make a
careful review of all HOA materials. Before deciding to proceed with the purchase transaction, it is critical that buyers carefully
review all HOA documents to determine for themselves if the property they are acquiring meetings their current and future
needs for use and enjoyment of the property. As part of this review, Buyer should also consider if any of the documentation
has not been provided, is incomplete, or missing.
BUYER:
YOU ARE STRONGLY ADVISED BY YOUR BROKER TO REVIEW ALL HOMEOWNER ASSOCIATION DOCUMENTS
WITH APPROPRIATE PROFESSIONALS, IF NECESSARY, TO UNDERSTAND THEIR CONTENTS. YOU ARE
FURTHER ADVISED TO CAREFULLY REVIEW THE PRELIMINARY TITLE REPORT TO DETERMINE ALL THE
RECORDED DOCUMENTS RELATED TO HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATIONS, WHICH COULD INCLUDE, BUT ARE NOT
LIMITED TO, DEED RESTRICTIONS AND THE EXISTENCE OF MULTIPLE HOAs AFFECTING THE PROPERTY.
THESE DOCUMENTS WILL GOVERN, AFFECT AND, IN SOME CASES, LIMIT YOUR CURRENT AND FUTURE USE
AND ENJOYMENT OF THE PROPERTY.

All HOA documents and disclosures are important, however, the following are often areas of concern for buyers of
property located in a CID.
1. Covenants, Conditions, and Restrictions (“CC&Rs”):  The CC&Rs are the main governing document of the HOA.

Generally, the CC&Rs describe the property rights, duties, and obligations of the HOA and the individual members.
CC&Rs are formal documents recorded with the County Recorder and are extremely difficult to amend or change.

2. Bylaws, Rules and Regulations: Bylaws address the governance and operation of the HOA, including voting and
election requirements, the number of directors and their term length, how and when meetings are held, and the
meeting procedures. If promulgated by the HOA, the Rules and Regulations usually detail how the HOA will handle
routine, day-to-day matters often affecting common area usage, expenses, etc.

3. Minutes: HOAs are required to prepare Minutes of Board of Directors' Meetings detailing past, current, and future
(proposed) events, issues, and expenses such as existing or planned litigation, repairs, improvements or needed
change in the dues and/or additional assessments. They reflect the decisions and reasons for those decisions, but are
not a transcript of the meetings. The Minutes are often the best source of information regarding issues related to the
common areas, the individual units, special and increased assessments, and the ability to use and enjoy the property
after escrow closes.

4. Financial Information:  The financial information from the HOA may be contained in numerous documents, including
but not limited to: Pro Forma Operating Budget, Assessment and Reserve Funding Disclosure Summary, Financial
Statement Review, Assessment Enforcement Policy, Insurance Summary, Regular Assessment, Special Assessments,
and Emergency Assessments. The financial status of HOA could impact the future costs of owning the property.

Reserves: Buyers should determine if reserves are properly and adequately funded and if there are many
homeowners who are delinquent on payments for dues and assessments. Generally, associations are
required to prepare a reserve study, and, at least every three years, cause to be conducted a reasonably
competent and diligent visual inspection.
Pending and Future Assessments: The Minutes and the HOA disclosure form itself may contain critical
information and comments regarding pending or future assessment.
Special or Emergency Assessments: Buyers need to know if special or emergency assessments are
currently due in full or whether they are due only in monthly installments. If it is not clear, buyer should
request clarification from the HOA. The Purchase Agreement will determine whether the assessment payment
will be paid by the seller at Close of Escrow, or whether the payments are prorated, and the buyer will be
responsible for the monthly payments after Close of Escrow.

There are independent services available which will review the HOA documentation and give an opinion of the financial
status of a HOA for a fee which is typically $300.00 to $500.00 depending upon the services to be provided and the extent
of the HOA documentation. Real estate licensees are not qualified to assess the financial viability of any HOA.
If you have any questions or concerns about the financial status, strength, or stability of the HOA, contact your
accountant who may be able to provide a professional assessment of the HOA's finances.

© 2023, California Association of REALTORS®, Inc.

BHAA 6/23 (PAGE 1 OF 2) Buyer's Initials /

BUYERS HOMEOWNERS' ASSOCIATION ADVISORY (BHAA PAGE 1 OF 2)
  Phone:   Fax:      

   Produced with Lone Wolf Transactions (zipForm Edition) 717 N Harwood St, Suite 2200, Dallas, TX  75201    www.lwolf.com
Opendoor Brokerage, Inc. | Opendoor Brokerage, LLC, 410. N Scottsdale Rd, Ste. #1600 Tempe AZ 85281 7147674084 2024

Melissa Westfall



5. Rental Restrictions: The HOA may have restrictions and/or prohibitions on your ability to rent your unit. These
restrictions may be based on the number/percentage of units that are allowed to be rented, and the approval process
associated with rentals. The HOA may also put restrictions on the ability to enter into a short term rental. Some HOAs
have even gone so far as to completely prohibit rentals for all new owners; however, a 2021 law requires HOAs to allow
at least 25% of the units to be rented or leased regardless of what the HOA governing documents state. In addition to
the HOA restrictions, the city may also impose rental control and eviction control ordinances that may impact your
decisions to rent the unit. You should investigate these issues with the HOA and the appropriate government authority to
determine whether this property meets your needs. These restrictions may affect your decision to purchase the Property.

6. Lending Considerations: Lenders may have certain qualifications that are required from the HOA before they provide
financing on your purchase. Many lenders will require the HOA to provide a lender certification document, providing
information regarding the HOA. They may require a certain percentage of owner occupied units within the HOA. Further,
if you are seeking a FHA or VA loan, the lender may require the HOA to FHA/VA approved prior to making a loan. You
should inquire with your lender and the HOA to determine what will be required in order to obtain financing.

7. Noise: Due to noise and other factors, HOAs often restrict the type of floor and/or wall material that can be used in
certain units and/or the number of pets. You should directly contact the HOA Board to determine whether the property
can be used for your intended purposes. You should also determine whether the property meets your subjective
personal preferences and needs.

8. Common Areas: Those portions of a CID that are not wholly owned by the individual homeowners are designated as
“Common Areas”. Usually, the CC&Rs and/or the Bylaws will define what constitutes the Common Areas, how they are
used, who gets to use them, and who is responsible for maintenance. Some Common Areas may be available for use by
all members and their guests, such as a lobby or garden. However, some Common Areas may be “Restricted” or
“Exclusive Use” Common Areas with access limited to certain homeowners (this is often true with swimming pools and
spas especially when there are multiple HOAs within a CID), or may be restricted to just one homeowner, such as a roof,
deck, balcony, or patio. In some instances, the homeowner may be responsible for maintenance of certain Restricted or
Exclusive Use Common Areas. You should determine for yourself whether there are any restrictions affecting the
Common Areas which could impact your intended use and enjoyment of the property.

9. Parking and Storage: You should determine for yourself whether the allotted parking space(s) are adequate to park
your vehicle(s) in the assigned spaces by actually parking in those spaces. Parking space(s) and storage space(s), if
any, may be described in a Condominium Map or in the Preliminary Report issued by a Title Company. The actual
markings, striping and numbering of these space(s) may not accurately reflect the actual spaces and may be in
conflict with the space(s) designated in the recorded documents. It is therefore crucial that you personally determine if
the parking and storage space(s) that are designated in the recorded documents are actually the space(s) being
transferred to you and that those space(s) are acceptable for your needs and intended uses of the property.

10. Litigation: Many CIDs have been involved in, or are presently involved in, or may become involved in, litigation regarding
the design, construction, maintenance and/or condition of all or a part of the Development. Whether or not these lawsuits
are successful, litigation is expensive, and the cost of such legal actions may impact not only the adequacy of the HOA
reserves but also the amount of current or future assessments. Such litigation may also impact the willingness of lenders
to make a loan secured by the property, and buyer's ability to obtain a loan to purchase the property.

11. Special Needs: HOA documents may limit the number and size of animals allowed in units. Fair Housing Laws may impact
the effect of such rules on “service” and/or “companion” animals. HOAs on their own, or because of local ordinances,
may limit or completely ban smoking and/or vaping in common areas or units. The ability for new buyers to rent units and/
or to operate any type of business may also be limited or completely forbidden. Therefore, it is important that you review
all HOA documents to ascertain whether there are any limitations on your particular needs or planned use of the property.

12. Brokers: Real estate licensees who forward HOA documentation to you have not verified and will not verify either the
information provided or the completeness or accuracy of the documentation unless they agree to do so in writing.

The undersigned Buyer acknowledges receipt of this 2-page Advisory.

Buyer: Date:

Buyer: Date:
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WILDFIRE DISASTER ADVISORY
(For use with properties in or around areas affected by a wildfire)

(C.A.R. Form WFDA, Revised 6/22)

1. WILDFIRE DISASTERS: Buyer/Lessee is aware that as a result of recent wildfire disasters there are current and unresolved health
and safety concerns related to the aftermath and clean-up of the wildfire disaster areas, as well as unknown and possible future
concerns related to the rebuilding of infrastructure in the affected areas of the wildfires. Unfortunately, the impact of wildfires has
not been limited to the fire areas themselves. Many areas have had air quality impacted by smoke and air particulates from distant
fires. Additionally, fires continue to occur in previously unaffected areas. Fires may be an issue throughout the state of California.

2. WILDFIRE DISASTER CONCERNS AND ISSUES:  The following non-exhaustive list represents concerns and issues that may
impact Buyer/Lessee decisions about purchasing or leasing property impacted by a wildfire disaster, both currently and in the
future. It is not intended to be, nor can it be, a check list for all issues that might arise when purchasing or leasing property
impacted by a wildfire disaster; concerns and issues include, but are not limited to:
A. Insurance related issues such as past claims, the importance of identifying the insurability of the property, and the availability

and the cost of insurance as early in the process as possible;
B. Lot clearing costs and requirements; toxic materials analysis, debris removal requirements;
C. Whether the home has been fire hardened, and if so to what extent, to help reduce the risk of the structure catching fire;
D. Local, state and federal requirements for cleanup and building approvals;
E. Air quality, soil quality, and any other environmental or personal health concerns, even after the wildfire event has ended;
F. Timelines, costs and requirements when obtaining required permits for building and utilities installation;
G. Availability of and access to electricity, gas, sewer and other public or private utility services;
H. Water delivery/potability; septic and/or sewer design; requirements and construction costs;
I. Potential redesign of streets and infrastructure including possible eminent domain, land condemnation and/or acquisition;
J. Inconvenience and delays due to road construction and unavailability of various goods, systems, or services; and
K. Impact that federal, state or local disaster declarations may have on materials prices, costs and rents.

3. BUYER/LESSEE ADVISORIES: Buyer/Lessee is advised:
A. To check early in your transaction to determine if you are able to obtain insurance on the property.
B. To investigate to their own satisfaction any and all concerns of Buyer/Lessee about the intended use of the property.
C. That the area of the wildfire disaster will likely be under construction for a protracted period of time after a fire, and

Buyer/Lessee may be inconvenienced by delays, traffic congestion, noise, dust, intermittent utilities availability.
D. That due to the extraordinary catastrophe of a wildfire, there may be changes and variations in local, state or federal laws,

codes, or requirements throughout the ongoing process of planning and rebuilding in the wildfire disaster area.
E. That some insurers have reduced or cancelled offerings for fire insurance or increased costs that impact a Buyer/Lessees

ability to afford or qualify for loans or meet income ratios for rentals.
F. That if you are not able to obtain fire insurance and have removed property investigation or loan contingencies you may be in

breach of the purchase or rental agreement.
4. RESOURCES: Below is a non-exhaustive list of potential resources provided as a starting point for Buyer/Lessee investigations

and not as an endorsement or guarantee that any federal, state, county, city or other resource will provide complete advice.
A. California Department of Insurance “WildfireResource” http://insurance.ca.gov/01-consumers/140-catastrophes

/WildfireResources.cfm; 1-800-927-4357
B. Governor's Office of Emergency Services “Cal OES”

California Wildfires Statewide Recovery Resources https://wildfirerecovery.caloes.ca.gov/
C. California Department of Forestry and Fire (”Cal Fire”) https://calfire.ca.gov/ and https://www.readyforwildfire.org/
D. California Department of Transportation https://calsta.ca.gov/
E. California Attorney General https://oag.ca.gov/consumers/pricegougingduringdisasters#8C1
F. The American Institute of Architects “Wildfire Recovery Resources” https://aia.org/pages/165776-wildfire-recovery-resources
G. Buyer/Lessee is advised to check all local municipalities (County, City, and/or Town where the property is located) for

additional resources.
5. FIRE HARDENING AND DEFENSIBLE SPACE ADVISORY:

A. California law requires certain disclosures be made concerning a property's compliance with safeguards that may
minimize the risk of a structure on the property catching fire (fire hardening) and that an agreement be reached
concerning compliance with requirements that the area surrounding structures be maintained to minimize the risk of
the spread of wildfires (defensible space). The fire hardening and defensible space laws only apply if, among other
requirements, the property is located in either a high or very high fire hazard severity zone. If there exists a final
inspection report covering fire hardening or defensible space compliance, such a report may need to be provided to the buyer.
C.A.R. Form FHDS may be used to satisfy the legal requirements.

B. WHERE TO LOCATE INFORMATION: Seller has the obligation to determine if compliance with the fire hardening and defensible
space requirements are applicable to Seller and the property. It may be possible to determine if a property is in a high or very
high fire hazard severity zone by consulting with a natural hazard zone disclosure company or reviewing the company's report.
This information may also be available through a local agency where this information should have been filed.
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C. Even if the Property is not in either of the zones specified above, or if the Seller is unable to determine whether the Property is
in either of those zones, if the Property is in or near a mountainous area, forest-covered lands, brush covered lands, grass-
covered lands or land that is covered with flammable material, a Seller may choose to make the disclosures because a Buyer
might consider the information material. Reports in the Seller's possession that materially affect the value and desirability of
the property shall be Delivered as provided by the agreement.

6. BUYER/LESSEE ACKNOWLEDGEMENT: Buyer/Lessee understands that Real Estate Agents and Real Estate Brokers have no
authority or expertise for providing guidance through the process of investigating the concerns described herein. Buyer/Lessee has
an affirmative duty to exercise reasonable care in protecting themselves.

Buyer/Lessee has read and understands this Advisory.  By signing below, Buyer/Lessee acknowledges receipt of a copy of
this Advisory.

Buyer/Lessee  Date
     

Buyer/Lessee  Date
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Are You Planning to Buy or Rent a Home Built  
Before 1978? 

Did you know that many homes built before 1978 have lead-based 
paint? Lead from paint, chips, and dust can pose serious health 
hazards. 

Read this entire brochure to learn: 

• How lead gets into the body
• How lead afects health
• What you can do to protect your family
• Where to go for more information

Before renting or buying a pre-1978 home or apartment, federal 
law requires: 

• Sellers must disclose known information on lead-based paint or lead-
based paint hazards before selling a house.

• Real estate sales contracts must include a specifc warning statement
about lead-based paint. Buyers have up to 10 days to check for lead.

• Landlords must disclose known information on lead-based paint
or lead-based paint hazards before leases take efect. Leases must
include a specifc warning statement about lead-based paint.

If undertaking renovations, repairs, or painting (RRP) projects in 
your pre-1978 home or apartment: 

• Read EPA’s pamphlet, The Lead-Safe Certifed Guide to Renovate Right,
to learn about the lead-safe work practices that contractors are
required to follow when working in your home (see page 12).



Simple Steps to Protect Your Family 
from Lead Hazards 

If you think your home has lead-based paint: 

• Don’t try to remove lead-based paint yourself. 

• Always keep painted surfaces in good condition to minimize 
deterioration. 

• Get your home checked for lead hazards. Find a certifed 
inspector or risk assessor at epa.gov/lead. 

• Talk to your landlord about fxing surfaces with peeling or 
chipping paint. 

• Regularly clean foors, window sills, and other surfaces. 

• Take precautions to avoid exposure to lead dust when 
remodeling. 

• When renovating, repairing, or painting, hire only EPA- or state-
approved Lead-Safe certifed renovation frms. 

• Before buying, renting, or renovating your home, have it 
checked for lead-based paint. 

• Consult your health care provider about testing your children 
for lead. Your pediatrician can check for lead with a simple 
blood test. 

• Wash children’s hands, bottles, pacifers, and toys often. 

• Make sure children eat healthy, low-fat foods high in iron, 
calcium, and vitamin C. 

• Remove shoes or wipe soil of shoes before entering your 
house. 

1 

http://epa.gov/lead


Lead Gets into the Body in Many Ways 

Adults and children can get lead into their bodies if they: 

• Breathe in lead dust (especially during activities such as renovations, 
repairs, or painting that disturb painted surfaces). 

• Swallow lead dust that has settled on food, food preparation surfaces, 
and other places. 

• Eat paint chips or soil that contains lead. 

Lead is especially dangerous to children under the age of 6. 

• At this age, children’s brains 
and nervous systems are 
more sensitive to the 
damaging efects of lead. 

• Children’s growing bodies 
absorb more lead. 

• Babies and young children 
often put their hands 
and other objects in their 
mouths. These objects can 
have lead dust on them. 

Women of childbearing age should know that lead is dangerous to 
a developing fetus. 

• Women with a high lead level in their system before or during 
pregnancy risk exposing the fetus to lead through the placenta 
during fetal development. 
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Health Efects of Lead 

Lead afects the body in many ways.  It is important to know that 
even exposure to low levels of lead can severely harm children. 

In children, exposure to lead can cause: Brain Nerve Damage 

Hearing 

• Nervous system and kidney damage 

• Learning disabilities, attention-defcit 
disorder, and decreased intelligence 

• Speech, language, and behavior 
problems 

• Poor muscle coordination 

• Decreased muscle and bone growth 

• Hearing damage 

Problems 

Slowed 
Growth 

Digestive 
Problems 

Reproductive 
Problems 
(Adults) 

While low-lead exposure is most common, 
exposure to high amounts of lead can have 
devastating efects on children, including 
seizures, unconsciousness, and in some cases, death. 

Although children are especially susceptible to lead exposure, lead can 
be dangerous for adults, too. 

In adults, exposure to lead can cause: 

• Harm to a developing fetus 

• Increased chance of high blood pressure during pregnancy 

• Fertility problems (in men and women) 

• High blood pressure 

• Digestive problems 

• Nerve disorders 

• Memory and concentration problems 

• Muscle and joint pain 
3 



Check Your Family for Lead 

Get your children and home tested if you think your home has 
lead. 

Children’s blood lead levels tend to increase rapidly from 6 to 12 
months of age, and tend to peak at 18 to 24 months of age. 

Consult your doctor for advice on testing your children. A simple blood 
test can detect lead. Blood lead tests are usually recommended for: 

• Children at ages 1 and 2 

• Children or other family members who have been exposed to high 
levels of lead 

• Children who should be tested under your state or local health 
screening plan 

Your doctor can explain what the test results mean and if more 
testing will be needed. 
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Where Lead-Based Paint Is Found 

In general, the older your home or childcare facility, the more likely it 
has lead-based paint.1 

Many homes, including private, federally-assisted, federally-
owned housing, and childcare facilities built before 1978 have 
lead-based paint. In 1978, the federal government banned consumer 
uses of lead-containing paint.2 

Learn how to determine if paint is lead-based paint on page 7. 

Lead can be found: 

• In homes and childcare facilities in the city, country, or suburbs, 

• In private and public single-family homes and apartments, 

• On surfaces inside and outside of the house, and 

• In soil around a home. (Soil can pick up lead from exterior paint or 
other sources, such as past use of leaded gas in cars.) 

Learn more about where lead is found at epa.gov/lead. 

1 “Lead-based paint” is currently defned by the federal government as paint with 
lead levels greater than or equal to 1.0 milligram per square centimeter (mg/cm2), or 
more than 0.5% by weight. 

2 “Lead-containing paint” is currently defned by the federal government as lead in new 
dried paint in excess of 90 parts per million (ppm) by weight. 
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Identifying Lead-Based Paint and Lead-Based Paint 
Hazards 

Deteriorated lead-based paint (peeling, chipping, chalking, 
cracking, or damaged paint) is a hazard and needs immediate 
attention. Lead-based paint may also be a hazard when found on 
surfaces that children can chew or that get a lot of wear and tear, 
such as: 

• On windows and window sills 

• Doors and door frames 

• Stairs, railings, banisters, and porches 

Lead-based paint is usually not a hazard if it is in good condition 
and if it is not on an impact or friction surface like a window. 

Lead dust can form when lead-based paint is scraped, sanded, or 
heated. Lead dust also forms when painted surfaces containing 
lead bump or rub together. Lead paint chips and dust can get on 
surfaces and objects that people touch. Settled lead dust can reenter 
the air when the home is vacuumed or swept, or when people walk 
through it. EPA currently defnes the following levels of lead in dust as 
hazardous: 

• 10 micrograms per square foot (μg/ft2) and higher for foors, 
including carpeted foors 

• 100 μg/ft2 and higher for interior window sills 

Lead in soil can be a hazard when children play in bare soil or when 
people bring soil into the house on their shoes. EPA currently defnes 
the following levels of lead in soil as hazardous: 

• 400 parts per million (ppm) and higher in play areas of bare soil 

• 1,200 ppm (average) and higher in bare soil in the remainder 
of the yard 

Remember, lead from paint chips—which you can see—and lead 
dust—which you may not be able to see—both can be hazards. 

The only way to fnd out if paint, dust, or soil lead hazards exist is to 
test for them. The next page describes how to do this. 6 



 
   

 

Checking Your Home for Lead 

You can get your home tested for lead in several diferent ways: 

• A lead-based paint inspection tells you if your home has lead-
based paint and where it is located. It won’t tell you whether your 
home currently has lead hazards. A trained and certifed testing 
professional, called a lead-based paint 
inspector, will conduct a paint inspection 
using methods, such as: 

• Portable x-ray fuorescence (XRF) machine 

• Lab tests of paint samples 

• A risk assessment tells you if your home 
currently has any lead hazards from lead 
in paint, dust, or soil. It also tells you what 
actions to take to address any hazards. A 
trained and certifed testing professional, 
called a risk assessor, will: 

• Sample paint that is deteriorated on doors, windows, foors, stairs, 
and walls 

• Sample dust near painted surfaces and sample bare soil in the 
    yard 

• Get lab tests of paint, dust, and soil samples 

• A combination inspection and risk assessment tells you if your home 
has any lead-based paint and if your home has any lead hazards, and 
where both are located. 

Be sure to read the report provided to you after your inspection or risk 
assessment is completed, and ask questions about anything you do not 
understand. 
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Checking Your Home for Lead, continued 

In preparing for renovation, repair, or painting work in a pre-1978 
home, Lead-Safe Certifed renovators (see page 12) may: 

• Take paint chip samples to determine if lead-based paint is 
present in the area planned for renovation and send them to an 
EPA-recognized lead lab for analysis. In housing receiving federal 
assistance, the person collecting these samples must be a certifed 
lead-based paint inspector or risk assessor 

• Use EPA-recognized tests kits to determine if lead-based paint is 
absent (but not in housing receiving federal assistance) 

• Presume that lead-based paint is present and use lead-safe work 
practices 

There are state and federal programs in place to ensure that testing is 
done safely, reliably, and efectively. Contact your state or local agency 
for more information, visit epa.gov/lead, or call 1-800-424-LEAD 
(5323) for a list of contacts in your area.3 

3  Hearing- or speech-challenged individuals may access this number through TTY by 
calling the Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339. 
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What You Can Do Now to Protect Your Family 

If you suspect that your house has lead-based paint hazards, you 
can take some immediate steps to reduce your family’s risk: 

• If you rent, notify your landlord of peeling or chipping paint. 

• Keep painted surfaces clean and free of dust. Clean foors, window 
frames, window sills, and other surfaces weekly. Use a mop or sponge 
with warm water and a general all-purpose cleaner. (Remember: 
never mix ammonia and bleach products together because they can 
form a dangerous gas.) 

• Carefully clean up paint chips immediately without creating dust. 

• Thoroughly rinse sponges and mop heads often during cleaning of 
dirty or dusty areas, and again afterward. 

• Wash your hands and your children’s hands often, especially before 
they eat and before nap time and bed time. 

• Keep play areas clean. Wash bottles, pacifers, toys, and stufed 
animals regularly. 

• Keep children from chewing window sills or other painted surfaces, or 
eating soil. 

• When renovating, repairing, or painting, hire only EPA- or state-
approved Lead-Safe Certifed renovation frms (see page 12). 

• Clean or remove shoes before entering your home to avoid tracking 
in lead from soil. 

• Make sure children eat nutritious, low-fat meals high in iron, and 
calcium, such as spinach and dairy products. Children with good diets 
absorb less lead. 
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Reducing Lead Hazards 

Disturbing lead-based paint or 
removing lead improperly can 
increase the hazard to your family by 
spreading even more lead dust around 
the house. 

• In addition to day-to-day cleaning 
and good nutrition, you can 
temporarily reduce lead-based paint 
hazards by taking actions, such as 
repairing damaged painted surfaces 
and planting grass to cover lead-
contaminated soil. These actions are 
not permanent solutions and will need 
ongoing attention. 

• You can minimize exposure to lead 
when renovating, repairing, or painting by hiring an EPA- or state-
certifed renovator who is trained in the use of lead-safe work 
practices. If you are a do-it-yourselfer, learn how to use lead–safe 
work practices in your home. 

• To remove lead hazards permanently, you should hire a certifed lead 
abatement contractor. Abatement (or permanent hazard elimination) 
methods include removing, sealing, or enclosing lead-based paint 
with special materials. Just painting over the hazard with regular 
paint is not permanent control. 

Always use a certifed contractor who is trained to address lead 
hazards safely. 

• Hire a Lead-Safe Certifed frm (see page 12) to perform renovation, 
repair, or painting (RRP) projects that disturb painted surfaces. 

• To correct lead hazards permanently, hire a certifed lead abatement 
contractor. This will ensure your contractor knows how to work safely 
and has the proper equipment to clean up thoroughly. 

Certifed contractors will employ qualifed workers and follow strict 
safety rules as set by their state or by the federal government. 
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Reducing Lead Hazards, continued

If your home has had lead abatement work done or if the housing is 
receiving federal assistance, once the work is completed, dust cleanup 
activities must be conducted until clearance testing indicates that lead 
dust levels are below the following levels:

•  10 micrograms per square foot (μg/ft2) for floors, including carpeted 
floors

•  100 μg/ft2 for interior windows sills

•  400 μg/ft2 for window troughs

Abatements are designed to permanently eliminate lead-based 
paint hazards. However, lead dust can be reintroduced into an  
abated area.

•   Use a HEPA vacuum on all furniture and other items returned to the 
area, to reduce the potential for reintroducing lead dust. 

•   Regularly clean floors, window sills, troughs, and other hard surfaces 
with a damp cloth or sponge and a general all-purpose cleaner.

Please see page 9 for more information on steps you can take to 
protect your home after the abatement. For help in locating certified 
lead abatement professionals in your area, call your state or local 
agency (see pages 15 and 16), epa.gov/lead, or call 1-800-424-LEAD.
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Renovating, Repairing or Painting a Home with 
Lead-Based Paint 

If you hire a contractor to conduct renovation, repair, or painting 
(RRP) projects in your pre-1978 home or childcare facility (such as 
pre-school and kindergarten), your contractor must: 

• Be a Lead-Safe Certifed frm approved by EPA or an 
EPA-authorized state program 

• Use qualifed trained individuals (Lead-Safe 
Certifed renovators) who follow specifc lead-safe 
work practices to prevent lead contamination 

• Provide a copy of EPA’s lead hazard information 
document, The Lead-Safe Certifed Guide to 
Renovate Right 

RRP contractors working in pre-1978 homes and childcare facilities 
must follow lead-safe work practices that: 

• Contain the work area. The area must be contained so that dust and 
debris do not escape from the work area. Warning signs must be put 
up, and plastic or other impermeable material and tape must be used. 

• Avoid renovation methods that generate large amounts of 
lead-contaminated dust. Some methods generate so much lead-
contaminated dust that their use is prohibited. They are: 

• Open-fame burning or torching 

• Sanding, grinding, planing, needle gunning, or blasting with 
power tools and equipment not equipped with a shroud and 
HEPA vacuum attachment 

• Using a heat gun at temperatures greater than 1100°F 

• Clean up thoroughly. The work area should be cleaned up daily. 
When all the work is done, the area must be cleaned up using special 
cleaning methods. 

• Dispose of waste properly. Collect and seal waste in a heavy duty 
bag or sheeting. When transported, ensure that waste is contained to 
prevent release of dust and debris. 

To learn more about EPA’s requirements for RRP projects, visit 
epa.gov/getleadsafe, or read The Lead-Safe Certifed Guide to 
Renovate Right. 
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Other Sources of Lead 

Lead in Drinking Water 

The most common sources of lead in drinking water are lead pipes, 
faucets, and fxtures. 

Lead pipes are more likely to be found in older cities and homes built 
before 1986. 

You can’t smell or taste lead in drinking water. 

To fnd out for certain if you have lead in drinking water, have your 
water tested. 

Remember older homes with a private well can also have plumbing 
materials that contain lead. 

Important Steps You Can Take to Reduce Lead in Drinking Water 

• Use only cold water for drinking, cooking and making baby formula. 
Remember, boiling water does not remove lead from water. 

• Before drinking, fush your home’s pipes by running the tap, taking a 
shower, doing laundry, or doing a load of dishes. 

• Regularly clean your faucet’s screen (also known as an aerator). 

• If you use a flter certifed to remove lead, don’t forget to read the 
directions to learn when to change the cartridge. Using a flter after it 
has expired can make it less efective at removing lead. 

Contact your water company to determine if the pipe that connects 
your home to the water main (called a service line) is made from lead. 
Your area’s water company can also provide information about the lead 
levels in your system’s drinking water. 

For more information about lead in drinking water, please contact 
EPA’s Safe Drinking Water Hotline at 1-800-426-4791.  If you have other 
questions about lead poisoning prevention, call 1-800 424-LEAD.* 

Call your local health department or water company to fnd out about 
testing your water, or visit epa.gov/safewater for EPA’s lead in drinking 
water information. Some states or utilities ofer programs to pay for 
water testing for residents. Contact your state or local water company 
to learn more. 

* Hearing- or speech-challenged individuals may access this number through TTY 
13 by calling the Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339. 

http://epa.gov/safewater


  

  

  

 

Other Sources of Lead, continued 

• Lead smelters or other industries that release lead into the air. 

• Your job. If you work with lead, you could bring it home on your body 
or clothes. Shower and change clothes before coming home. Launder 
your work clothes separately from the rest of your family’s clothes. 

• Hobbies that use lead, such as making pottery or stained glass, 
or refnishing furniture. Call your local health department for 
information about hobbies that may use lead. 

•  Old toys and furniture may have been painted with lead-containing 
paint. Older toys and other children’s products may have parts that 
contain lead.4 

•  Food and liquids cooked or stored in lead crystal or lead-glazed 
pottery or porcelain may contain lead. 

•  Folk remedies, such as “greta” and “azarcon,” used to treat an upset 
stomach. 

4  In 1978, the federal government banned toys, other children’s products, and furniture 
with lead-containing paint. In 2008, the federal government banned lead in most 
children’s products. The federal government currently bans lead in excess of 100 ppm 
by weight in most children’s products. 
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For More Information 

The National Lead Information Center 
Learn how to protect children from lead poisoning and get other 
information about lead hazards on the Web at epa.gov/lead and 
hud.gov/lead, or call 1-800-424-LEAD (5323). 

EPA’s Safe Drinking Water Hotline 
For information about lead in drinking water, call 1-800-426-4791, or 
visit epa.gov/safewater for information about lead in drinking water. 

Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) Hotline 
For information on lead in toys and other consumer products, or to 
report an unsafe consumer product or a product-related injury, call 
1-800-638-2772, or visit CPSC’s website at cpsc.gov or 
saferproducts.gov. 

State and Local Health and Environmental Agencies 
Some states, tribes, and cities have their own rules related to lead-
based paint. Check with your local agency to see which laws apply 
to you. Most agencies can also provide information on fnding a lead 
abatement frm in your area, and on possible sources of fnancial aid 
for reducing lead hazards. Receive up-to-date address and phone 
information for your state or local contacts on the Web at epa.gov/lead, 
or contact the National Lead Information Center at 1-800-424-LEAD. 

Hearing- or speech-challenged individuals may access any of the 
phone numbers in this brochure through TTY by calling the toll-
free Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339. 
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U. S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
Regional Ofces 

The mission of EPA is to protect human health and the environment. 
Your Regional EPA Ofce can provide further information regarding 
regulations and lead protection programs. 

Region 1 (Connecticut, Massachusetts, Maine, 
New Hampshire, Rhode Island, Vermont) 

Regional Lead Contact 
U.S. EPA Region 1 
5 Post Ofce Square, Suite 100, OES 05-4 
Boston, MA 02109-3912 
(888) 372-7341 

Region 2 (New Jersey, New York, Puerto Rico, 
Virgin Islands) 

Regional Lead Contact 
U.S. EPA Region 2 
2890 Woodbridge Avenue 
Building 205, Mail Stop 225 
Edison, NJ 08837-3679 
(732) 906-6809

Region 3 (Delaware, Maryland, Pennsylvania, 
Virginia, DC, West Virginia) 

Regional Lead Contact 
U.S. EPA Region 3 
1650 Arch Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19103 
(215) 814-2088 

Region 4 (Alabama, Florida, Georgia, 
Kentucky, Mississippi, North Carolina, South 
Carolina, Tennessee) 

Regional Lead Contact 
U.S. EPA Region 4 
AFC Tower, 12th Floor, Air, Pesticides & Toxics 
61 Forsyth Street, SW 
Atlanta, GA 30303 
(404) 562-8998 

Region 5 (Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, 
Minnesota, Ohio, Wisconsin) 

Regional Lead Contact 
U.S. EPA Region 5 (LL-17J) 
77 West Jackson Boulevard 
Chicago, IL 60604-3666 
(312) 353-3808

Region 6 (Arkansas, Louisiana, New Mexico, 
Oklahoma, Texas, and 66 Tribes) 

Regional Lead Contact 
U.S. EPA Region 6 
1445 Ross Avenue, 12th Floor 
Dallas, TX 75202-2733 
(214) 665-2704 

Region 7 (Iowa, Kansas, Missouri, Nebraska) 

Regional Lead Contact 
U.S. EPA Region 7 
11201 Renner Blvd. 
Lenexa, KS 66219 
(800) 223-0425 

Region 8 (Colorado, Montana, North 
Dakota, South Dakota, Utah, Wyoming) 

Regional Lead Contact 
U.S. EPA Region 8 
1595 Wynkoop St. 
Denver, CO 80202 
(303) 312-6966 

Region 9 (Arizona, California, Hawaii, 
Nevada) 

Regional Lead Contact 
U.S. EPA Region 9 (CMD-4-2) 
75 Hawthorne Street 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
(415) 947-4280 

Region 10 (Alaska, Idaho, Oregon, 
Washington) 

Regional Lead Contact 
U.S. EPA Region 10 (20-C04)
Air and Toxics Enforcement Section 
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 155 
Seattle, WA 98101 
(206) 553-1200 
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Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) 

The CPSC protects the public against unreasonable risk of injury 
from consumer products through education, safety standards 
activities, and enforcement. Contact CPSC for further information 
regarding consumer product safety and regulations. 

CPSC 
4330 East West Highway 
Bethesda, MD 20814-4421 
1-800-638-2772
cpsc.gov or saferproducts.gov

U. S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) 

HUD’s mission is to create strong, sustainable, inclusive 
communities and quality afordable homes for all. Contact to 
Ofce of Lead Hazard Control and Healthy Homes for further 
information regarding the Lead Safe Housing Rule, which 
protects families in pre-1978 assisted housing, and for the 
lead hazard control and research grant programs. 

HUD 
451 Seventh Street, SW, Room 8236 
Washington, DC 20410-3000 
(202) 402-7698
hud.gov/lead

This document is in the public domain. It may be produced by an individual or organization without 
permission. Information provided in this booklet is based upon current scientifc and technical 
understanding of the issues presented and is refective of the jurisdictional boundaries established by 
the statutes governing the co-authoring agencies. Following the advice given will not necessarily 
provide complete protection in all situations or against all health hazards that can be caused by lead 
exposure. 

U. S. EPA Washington DC 20460 EPA-747-K-12-001 
U. S. CPSC Bethesda MD 20814 March 2021 
U. S. HUD Washington DC 20410 
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IMPORTANT! 
Lead From Paint, Dust, and Soil in and 
Around Your Home Can Be Dangerous if 

Not Managed Properly 

• Children under 6 years old are most at risk for lead 
poisoning in your home. 

• Lead exposure can harm young children and babies even 
before they are born. 

• Homes, schools, and child care facilities built before 1978 
are likely to contain lead-based paint. 

• Even children who seem healthy may have dangerous 
levels of lead in their bodies. 

• Disturbing surfaces with lead-based paint or removing 
lead-based paint improperly can increase the danger to 
your family. 

• People can get lead into their bodies by breathing or 
swallowing lead dust, or by eating soil or paint chips 
containing lead. 

• People have many options for reducing lead hazards. 
Generally, lead-based paint that is in good condition is not 
a hazard (see page 10). 
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