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5250 LA CANADA BOULEVARD
LA CANADA FLINTRIDGE
Former Address: North end of School Street (1908-ca. 1915)

Style: Craftsman

Year of Completion: 1918 (according to the Los Angeles County Assessor)

Original Building Permit: There is no original building permit on file for this house.

La Cafiada Flintridge did not incorporate as a city until 1976. Before that time, the community
was under the jurisdiction of Los Angeles County which did not begin issuing building permits
for its unincorporated areas until 1927.

Architect and Builder: Unidentified. As mentioned above, there was no original building
permit issued for this property. The permit is often the source of information on designer and
builder. A search of contractors’ journals and online newspapers did not result in any additional
information. The design of the house may have been inspired by commercially-available house-
plans or pattern-books.

First Owner: Anton G. Williams, a fruit farmer and real estate broker, who shared the house
with his wife Eureka U. Williams. Their parcel encompassed an area of just under one acre.

Anton G. Williams (1859-1942) was born on his family’s farm in Wisconsin. His parents, both
Norwegian immigrants, were Peter Williams and Cecilia Anna (Gullixson) Williams. The
family later established a farm in Humboldt County, lowa.

In 1882, Anton, then working as a laborer, married the former Eureka U. Britten (1857-1935),
the daughter of Humboldt County farmer Hudson Knight Britten and Pamela Sophia Britten.

Mr. and Mrs. Williams evidently had no surviving children. After their marriage the couple lived
in Bode, lowa where Mr. Williams was the postmaster.
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In 1899, Mr. and Mrs. Williams moved to Ingraham Street in Los Angeles where Mr. Williams
was employed as a landlord and later as a motorman for the Los Angeles Street Railway. The
1910 census shows them living at the north end of School Street (now La Canada Boulevard) in
La Cafiada where they had established a home fruit farm. By 1918 they had also purchased a
farm in El Monte. By the 1930s, as well as managing their farms, Mr. Williams had become a
licensed real estate broker and Mrs. Williams a licensed real estate saleswoman.. Mr. Williams
also served as the manager of the La Cafada Irrigation District. Both he and his wife were active
in the La Cafiada Congregational Church.

Eureka Williams passed away at her La Cafiada home at the age of 77. Mr. Williams died at

age 82 while visiting his late wife’s family in Visalia in Tulare County, California. Both Mr. and
Mrs. Williams are interred at the Three Rivers Cemetery. Obituaries for Mr. Williams are
attached on pages 5 and 6. He was remembered for his “integrity of character, his dependability,
fine sense of justice and consideration of others....Everywhere he went he commanded respect.”

Other Building Permits: A 321-square-foot addition was built onto the rear of the second story
in April 1947 costing $1,000.

Installation of new kitchen appliances was permitted in November 1962.
A permit for new water service was issued in May 1976.

The house was seismically retrofitted in August 1995 at a cost of $1,512. Seismic Safety, Inc.,
of Pasadena was the contractor. Supplemental foundation anchors were attached to the perimeter
walls. A copy of this permit is attached on page 7.

The property was connected to the public sewer in August 2021.

(Note: Permits for very minor alterations, such as water heater replacement, are not included.
Also not included are permits missing from the file or whose microfilmed or digital copies are
indecipherable and not otherwise recorded or described in Assessor’s records.)

Assessor’s Records: The Los Angeles County Assessor first visited the property on
September 11, 1922 and recorded a single one-and-two-story bungalow and garage. The house
had a concrete foundation, walls covered in shakes and wood siding, and a gabled shingled roof.
There were seven plumbing fixtures. Plaster and plain woodwork were the primary interior
finishes. Overall construction quality of the house was rated “good.”

The Assessor estimated the square footage at 2,154. The house contained three living rooms (one
was probably a dining room), two bedrooms, one bathroom, and a kitchen. There was a 9-foot-
wide, 468-square-foot wraparound porch on a corner of the house. The detached garage,
measuring 16 by 24 feet, had a cement floor, walls of wood siding, and a gabled shingled roof.

The Assessor returned on March 15, 1948 to record the completion of a 321-square-foot addition
to the rear of the second (attic) story that contained a bedroom and bathroom. Like the rest of the
house, it had walls of shakes and siding over a wood frame, and a gabled shingled roof. Heat



was provided by a wall furnace. There were three plumbing fixtures. Plaster, interior stucco,
plyboard, and paint were the primary interior finishes.

On that same visit, the Assessor noted that there was a full 1,352-square-foot basement which he
estimated had been added under the house around 1925.

The Los Angeles County Assessor currently estimates the square footage of the house at 2,241
with three bedrooms and two bathrooms.

Copies of the Assessor’s building records are attached on pages 8 through 14.

Some Other Owners and Residents: Around 1944, Lawrence E. Millard, a civil engineer, and
his wife Dorothy O. Millard were the residents.

By 1947, B. Vincent Fite, a laundry company manager, and his wife Mary L. Fite were the
owners. The current owner is William Edward Fite. The Fite family has owned the property for
over 75 years.

Note: The 1910 census shows Mr. and Mrs. Williams living on “the north end of School Street”
(now La Canada Boulevard). This fact, plus one of Mr. Williams’ obituaries saying he and his
wife moved to La Cafiada about 1907, indicate the house may have been built about 1908, a
decade earlier than the Assessor estimates. (The Assessor’s estimate of year of construction,
when there is no building permit available, can sometimes be off by several years.)

Significance: The Williams house is one of the oldest still existing in La Canada Flintridge. As
such, it is potentially eligible for listing on a local inventory of historically significant properties.
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Rifes Saturday At
Three Rivers For
Anton G. Williams

THREE RIVERS, Jan, 8.-Anton
G. Williams, 82, of La Canada,
who dled in the Visalia Municipal
hospital Tuesday night, will be
burled in the Three Rivers ceme-
tery Ssturdey - at 2 p. m. Rev.
John Buckholz of the Three Riv-

ers Community church will con- |

duct . graveside services; the Had-
ley Puneral Parlors will be in
charge of arrangements,

Willlams had - come from his
home In La Canads to spend the
holidays with relaiives when he
was taken il and went into the
hospital on Christmas day for an
operation the following day.

e is survived by a sister, Mrs,
Emma Hansen of Callender, Iowa;
a brother, W. 8. Willlams, Bode,
Yowa; two brothers-in-law, Ernest
and Noel Britten: a sister-in-law,
Mrs. Ora 'Welch, and a niece, Mrs.
Frankie Welch, all of Three Rivers;
and cousins, nieces and nephews in
California. and Towa.

He was born in Iowa in 1808,
was married to Miss Eureka Brit-
ten in Humboldt, Towa, Jan. 21,
1882, and rvesided in Bode, Iowa,
for many years. ‘The couple came
to California in 1809, where they
made their home in Los Angeles
untll they moved to La Canada
eight years lafer. Wililams was
employed by the Los Angeles Street
Railway, He was & real estate
proker and a rancher after coming
to California.

The body will be buried by the
remains of the wife, who died In
T2 Canade Oct. 22, 1935, and was
brought {o the Three Rivers ceme-
tery for burial, The couple had no

children,

Visalia Times-Delta
January 8, 1942; p. 9
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OBITUARY
Anton G, Willlams

Anton ¢, Willinms was born Feb-
runry 18, 1859, in Wisconsin, of
Norwegian parentnge, and grew up
amidst the pioncer life of the lowa
prairies. He died In the Visalia
Munjeipal hoapitnl at Visalla, Cali-
fornin, on Tuesday, Januery 6, 1942,
He was puried Satnrday, January
10. at Three Rivers, Calitornla, he-
side the remains of his wite who
died n 1935,

. Mr. Willlams was married to
Miza Eurcka Britien on January 23,
1882, at Humloldt, Iowa. They

or, In 18399 thoy went to Californ-
in to make their hume In Los Ange-
les. Willlnms was employed by the
clty vrallway company there and
later was n real estato hroker,

After pight years In Los Angeles,
Mr, and Mrs, Willinms moved to L&
Canada, Calif..-wherg Mrs Willlams
died, Her hushand had lived, tor
the past 34 years. He was a ralich-
er, engaged in real estate worklend
was manager of the La Cnnn;l:qﬁ‘rri-
gation district for many yearsZThe
couple was affiliated with thé Con-
gregationnl church. Surviving,Mr.
Willlams nve a sister, Mrs, Emimn

lived i Dode, town for many years, |
where Mr., Williams was postmast-|;

Hansen of Callender, lowa, 2
brother, W. . Willlams of Bode,
Town, several nieces and nephews,
and other relatives,

In all of his relations with his
fellow men, Anton Willlams was
known for his integrity of charac-
ter, his dapendabllity, fine sense of
justice and consideratinn of others,
He had both success and reverses
in hig life and met each with polse
and stendlasthess, Everywhere he
went he commuonded respect and
was Hked as i nttested by the
many letters which have houred in

aince his death, -

Among these s one from Judge
Fred H. Taft of Sarta Monler, Cal,
longtime friend, and one from
Frank P Doherty, Los Angeles at-
torney and nelghhor of Mr. wil-
{iams,

“The lights are out in the mansion
of dlay; .o
The ocurtalns are drawn, for the

dweller's ‘awny!
He slienlly slipped o'er tho thres-
hold by night, .
To make his abodo (n the city of
fight.” ~~Contributed,

- o

The Humboldt Republican (Humboldt, IA)

January 30, 1942; p. 10
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BLock NO.___

Date I S/EE a9

2L/l

sx‘t, FEATURES
Stesl Sash All Part
Trim-Tile, Plaster
* Stane, Wood, Brk.
o

Cedar Closets
Venetian Blinds

BULT

iy

CLASSIFICATION

BUILDING VALUE

Avear /9y 2

s)35, 0

lesy—50+

Value

Bas't. .
Value % 7 ;)

Office
Value

Other

Assessad
Valus
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